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of pensions and of family and service allowances, the sale of
insurance stamps, the issue of savings certificates and the conduct of
a savings bank business. The British Broadcasting Corporation
operates under Royal Charter, which gives it a semi-independent
status, with a body of Governors who are appointed by the Crown.
The Postmaster-General, under whose licence the stations and
services are operated, repb'es to questions in Parliament relating to
its services, but he does not control day-to-day administration. By
the Television Act, 1954, the Independent Television Authority is
placed in similar relationship with the Postmaster-General.
The Ministry of Transport and Civil Aviation.—It is the task of this
department to regulate and improve the means of locomotion and
transport. On its creation in 1919 there were transferred from the
Board of Trade the regulative powers relating to railways, canals,
roads and harbours. Its exercise of powers under the Road Traffic
Acts, 1930-34, is among its more important functions. During the
Second World War there were transferred to this department the
functions of the Board of Trade in relation to the mercantile marine
which had in 1939 been transferred to the newly created Ministry
of Shipping.1 The Minister appoints and has powers of general
direction over the Transport Commission, the State corporation
which has monopoly powers over much of public inland transport
(except by air). In 1944 a Minister of Civil Aviation was appointed to
take charge of the functions of the Air Ministry relating to civil
aviation and the two State airways corporations. The separate
department was merged in the Ministry of Transport in 1952.
Ministry of Pensions andNationalInsurance.—-This department was
established by the Ministry of National Insurance Act, 1944, to
administer all State insurance services. It also administers the scheme
of disablement and dependents* pensions for the Armed JFo*^
mainly those arising out of casualties of the First and Second Worl<T
Wars,
Ministry of Housing and Local Government.—A Ministry of Town
and Country Planning was created by statute in 1943. In 1951 the
title of the department was changed, first to Local Government and
Planning, and later to Housing and Local Government, on the
transfer from the Ministry of Health, itself in part successor to the
Local Government Board since 1917, of responsibility for the housing
programme and the general supervision of local government; this
includes responsibility for financing local authorities from the
Exchequer.
Ministry of Supply,-—This department was created in My 1939 by
the Ministry of Supply Act, 1939. The primary function of the de-
1 During the Second World War entitled Ministry of War Transport.

